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At#the#back#of#the#great#hall,#across#a#gleaming#white#floor,#lies#a#few#piles#of#white#
fabric.#A#relatively#inconspicuous#stage#image.#Until#one#of#the#white#piles#slowly#has#life#
breathed#into#it.#With#the#rustle#of#stiff,#freshly#laundered#sheets,#the#air=filled#pouch#of#
fabric#expands#to#a#big#white#blob#that#moves#through#the#space#and#makes#contact#
with#the#audience.#

For#many#years#now#Boukje#Schweigman#has#been#making#wonderful#performances#with#
her#own#completely#unique#language#of#movement,#light#and#form,#universal#to#all#her#
performances.#In#the#winter#she#toured#with#her#programme#Universum,#a#reprise#
collection#of#earlier#work,#performed#in#theatres#across#the#country,#but#finally#she's#
back#with#a#large=scale#location=based#piece.#Blaas#is#a#magical#trip#through#a#white#
landscape#where#hardly#a#performer#is#to#be#seen.#

The#white#creature#performs#a#strange#kind#of#dance;#first#it#looks#like#a#graceful#
jellyfish,#then#thunders#like#an#angry#cloud.#One#of#the#corners#is#a#kind#of#snout,#with#
which#it#effortlessly#turns#into#a#puppet#that#communicates#with#the#audience,#later#it#
becomes#a#threatening#spirit.#

These#inflatable#constructions#are#conceived#by#visual#artist#Cocky#Eek,#who#worked#
closely#with#Schweigman#and#performer#Ibelisse#Guardia#Ferragutti,#to#shape#and#give#
form#to#this#extraordinary#ballet#of#almost#abstract#configurations.#

The#music#(by#Jochem#van#Tol)#is#a#soundscape#of#distortions#and#a#sort#of#whale=song#
that#gives#the#impression#that#we#as#the#audience#are#making#contact#with#an#unknown,#
but#intelligent#being.#Close&encounters&of&the&third&kind#in#an#industrial#building#in#
Amsterdam.#

For#the#rest#of#the#show,#I#can#only#say:#see#it#for#yourself.#You#come#into#spaces#where#
the#inside#is#outside,#where#day#and#night#flash#by,#and#where#you#come#back#into#the#
world#again#in#the#rain.#You#can#draw#references#from#Little#Red#Riding#Hood#or#Gravity,#
from#Christo#and#his#giant#wrapped#objects,#or#the#beach#sculptures#of#Theo#Jansen.#Of#
all#Schweigman's#performances#Blaas#comes#the#closest#to#visual#arts,#though#countless#
elements#of#her#earlier#work#are#also#evident.##

But#the#many#references#and#associations#don't#get#to#the#essence#of#Schweigman's#
work,#nor#are#they#necessary#to#be#deeply#moved#by#the#performance#Blaas.#As#in#all#her#
performances,#it's#about#the#surprise#beyond#the#obvious:#I#have#a#body,#I#grow,#I#
evolve.##What#makes#Blaas#extraordinary#is#the#relatively#explicit#implication#of#rebirth,#
in#a#journey#through#the#body#from#inside#to#out.#

It's#a#bit#of#a#bike#ride#to#get#to#the#location,#but#just#over#the#water#there's#something#
magisterial#to#be#seen.#Forget#the#Holland#Festival,#this#is#where#it's#happening.#




